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We thank R.E. Rossi, D.V. Bambill and P.A.A. Laura for their interesting and enlightening
comments concerning the approximations made in this paper about, in particular, the
determination of the position of the ‘‘nodal points’’ for the two vibrating modes (2,0) and
(0,2). In an industrial context, it is impossible to determine exactly the distances from the nodal
points to the edges of the panel which depend, as it is clearly explained in the answer to the
authors, on many parameters variable from one panel to another and sometimes inaccessible
(Poisson’s ratio for example). However, we think that, in spite of these approximations, the
bending stiffness and strength estimated by the Vibrapann apparatus keep relevant within an
industrial quality control procedure.
see front matter r 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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